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Top Stories 

House and Senate choose leaders for 2015-16   
This week both parties in the Senate and House of Representatives elected their leadership for 

the upcoming 2015-16 legislative session. Both chambers now stand adjourned sine die. PSBA 

offers its congratulations to these legislators: 

Senate Republican Leadership 
President Pro Tempore: Joe Scarnati (R- Jefferson) The full Senate will vote on his nomination 

when it reconvenes Jan. 6, 2015. 

Floor Leader: Jake Corman (R-Centre)  

Appropriations Committee Chair: Pat Browne (R- Lehigh) 

Whip: John Gordner (R-Columbia) 

Caucus Chair: Bob Mensch (R-Montgomery) 

Caucus Secretary: Rich Alloway (R-Franklin) 
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Senate Democratic Leadership  
Floor Leader: Jay Costa (D-Allegheny)  

Appropriations Committee Chair: Vincent Hughes (D- Philadelphia)  

Whip: Anthony Williams (D-Philadelphia)  

Caucus Chair: Wayne Fontana (D-Allegheny) 

Caucus Secretary: Larry Farnese (D-Philadelphia)  

Caucus Administrator: John Yudichak (D-Luzerne) 

Policy Committee Chair: Lisa Boscola (D-Northampton) 

House Republican Leadership 
Speaker of the House:  Mike Turzai (R- Allegheny) The full House will vote on the nomination 

when it reconvenes Jan. 6, 2015. 

Floor Leader: Dave Reed (R-Indiana) 

Appropriations Committee Chair:  William Adolph (R-Delaware) 

Whip: Rep. Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster)  

Caucus Chair: Sandra Major (R- Susquehanna) 

Caucus Secretary: Donna Oberlander (R-Armstrong) 

Caucus Administrator: Brian Ellis (R-Butler) 

Policy Committee Chair: Kerry Benninghoff (R-Centre) 

House Democratic Leadership 
Floor Leader: Frank Dermody (D- Allegheny)  

Appropriations Committee Chair:  Joseph Markosek (D-Allegheny) 

Whip: Mike Hanna (D-Clinton) 

Caucus Chair: Dan Frankel (D-Allegheny) 

Caucus Secretary: Rosita Youngblood (D-Philadelphia)  

Caucus Administrator: Neal Goodman (D-Schuylkill) 

Policy Committee Chair: Mike Sturla (D-Lancaster) 

  

State Board adopts Chapter 18 regulations on financial recovery 
This week the State Board of Education approved its final-form proposal Chapter 18 regulations 

regarding financial recovery of school districts. The proposal was amended following the review 

period held earlier this year, with the board making technical changes so that definitions are 

aligned with provisions in the School Code, as well as those in the Department of Education’s 

Manual of Accounting and Related Financial Procedures for Pennsylvania School Systems. 

      The proposed new Chapter 18 fulfills the requirement created under Act 141 of 2012, which 

established comprehensive provisions regarding financially distressed school districts.  The law 

created triggering events wherein school districts would be declared in financial recovery status. 

Act 141 also required the State Board to create regulations that establish criteria the secretary of 

education may consider in placing a school district in financial recovery status and in 

determining whether the district is in moderate or severe recovery status.   

      Chapter 18 notes the difference between severe and moderate recovery status and identifies 

18 criteria that the secretary of education may consider in determining whether a school district 

is in financial recovery status. The regulations include the 15 criteria under Act 141 plus three 

additional criteria developed by the board that may be considered by the secretary.   

      Following this week’s action by the State Board, the proposal will return to the Independent 
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Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) and the House and Senate Education Committees to 

approve or disapprove the regulation. PSBA had submitted a letter of support for the regulation 

during the review period. 

State Board approves technical amendments to various chapters to align strategic planning 

provisions 
In other action, the State Board approved a series of technical amendments to various sets of 

regulations in order to align the language in each with recent changes to the Chapter 4 

regulations regarding strategic planning.  The affected chapters are Chapter 12 (Students and 

Student Services); Chapter 14 (Special Education Services and Programs); Chapter 16 (Special 

Education for Gifted Students); and Chapter 49 (Certification of Professional Personnel). Click 

here to see the set of amendments.  
      Under Chapter 4 changes that became effective in March 1, 2013, the requirement for 

districts to complete state-prescribed strategic planning every six years is removed. However, 

when a district’s current strategic plan is expired it will have to complete plans as currently 

required under other regulations in these areas: teacher induction (Ch. 49), student services (Ch. 

12), gifted education (Ch. 16), professional development (Ch. 49), and special education (Ch. 14) 

and pre-kindergarten if the school offers it (Ch. 4). A 28- day public comment period is required 

prior to school board adoption for the required plans. According to the language under Chapter 4, 

plans for teacher induction, professional development and special education must continue to be 

submitted to PDE for approval.  Plans for pre-kindergarten must be submitted to PDE, but they 

do not have to be approved by PDE.  Plans for student services and gifted education do not have 

to be submitted to PDE. 

  

 

Latest News 

PSBA compiles new school district/legislator cross reference documents 
In preparation for the upcoming 2015-16 legislative session, PSBA has compiled new school 

district-legislator cross reference documents. The documents reflect changes due to both the re-

mapping of House and Senate districts, as well as legislator changes following the election.  To 

receive a copy of the documents, send an email request to sean.crampsie@psba.org. 

PDE issues additional guidance on Chapter 4 testing, graduation issues 
The PA Department of Education recently issued a new document that provides additional 

guidance on issues related to testing and graduation requirements under the Chapter 4 

regulations. The document, presented as Frequently Asked Questions, addresses these areas: 

Keystone Exam proficiency, clarification on opt-outs, Keystone Exam supplemental instruction, 

special education students and English language learners, students transferring from another state 

or country, and the use of waivers.  Click here to see the FAQ document. 

PDE website for review of PA Core Standards now complete 
This week the PA Department of Education announced that its interactive website for the public 

review of the Eligible Content for the PA Core Standards in English language arts and 
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mathematics is now complete. The site is fully populated with Eligible Content for English 

Language Arts and Mathematics in grades 3 through 8, and in Algebra I and Literature at the 

secondary level. The site was first accessible to the public for comment in October with third 

grade content, with the remainder of the content added this week.  The site will be available until 

January at http://paacademicreview.org. Once the site is closed, the feedback provided will be 

posted online. If after gathering feedback PDE concludes that significant changes are needed, it 

will engage in a revision process via statewide public hearings. PDE reminds school districts that 

the existing PA Core Standards are in place and will remain effective. If changes to the Eligible 

Content statements become necessary, adjustments can be made without opening Chapter 4 since 

the statements are not contained in the regulations. 
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